Desquamative gingivitis: preliminary observations with tetracycline treatment.
Fourteen patients admitted to our clinic were found to have desquamative gingivitis. They were treated with doxycycline monohydrate, a semisynthetic tetracycline, for 6 to 8 weeks. The gingival lesions were recorded photographically and were classified according to severity by means of a four-graded mucosal index system. Biopsies for histologic and immunohistochemical examination were taken initially. Symptoms and clinical changes of the mucosa were recorded during the treatment period. Initial and final mucosal index scores were compared. A statistically significant improvement was obtained after tetracycline treatment.